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ICE Out of Ventura County is a grassroots coalition of more than twenty
community organizations working towards the goal of ending voluntary
non-compulsory, cooperation by the Ventura County Sheriff's Office with
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). 

We believe Ventura County should join other California counties that no
longer voluntarily cooperate with ICE. These counties include Alameda,
Contra Costa, Humboldt, Los Angeles, Marin, San Joaquin, San Mateo, and
Santa Clara counties.
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APPRECIATION

We thank the Board of Supervisors for the opportunity to present.

We thank Sheriff Fryhoff for his commitment to community partnered policing.
We want to publicly thank Sheriff Fryhoff and Assistant Sheriff Jose Rivera for
meeting with a group from our coalition, and for listening and building dialog.



We share a commitment to safety for all in Ventura County. 

We share the understanding that community members 
must trust law enforcement in order to report crimes and

cooperate in investigations.  

We share a commitment to stewardship of county resources. 

We all care about keeping our communities intact and 
keeping families together. 



Sheriff Fryhoff has stated that: “A safe community needs an
effective law enforcement agency. To be effective, we need
trust and cooperation between all residents and the deputies
sworn to protect them. We do not want the fear of immigration
status to inhibit members of our communities from interacting
with their deputies and/or reporting crimes.”

WE AGREE.

ICE AND LOCAL LAW
ENFORCEMENT



According to the study “Economic Impact of Undocumented Immigrants in Ventura 
and Santa Barbara Counties,” published in February 2023, by Dr. Jamshid Damooei,
Executive Director of the Center for Economics of Social Issues at California Lutheran
University, there are 60,000 undocumented individuals and 23,000 children under
age 18 living with undocumented parents in Ventura County. That’s 83,000 people.
which about 10% of the county’s total population. More than 28% have lived here
more than 20 years, 77% for more than ten years. The positive countywide economic
impact of this population is more than $2 billion.

UNDOCUMENTED
IMMIGRANTS IN
VENTURA COUNTY 



POLICE VERSUS ICEPOLICE VERSUS ICE
For citizens, feelings toward Sheriff deputies or local police officers versus
ICE agents may not be much different. But for undocumented individuals and
their family members there is a huge difference. The Sheriff Office’s job is to
protect us and keep our community safe. That should make them our friends.
ICE’s work involves deporting people. That makes them a major threat and a
danger to many county residents. Deportation tears families apart, causing
irreparable harm, including to the children left behind. 

Cooperation with ICE leads to devastated families and community harm.
When police choose to cooperate with immigration enforcement, community
trust is undermined.



We support many of the sheriff’s policies regarding immigration, such as not
inquiring about immigration status during calls for service and not arresting
people for immigration orders.

But the Sheriff does work with ICE, by responding to requests from ICE for
people’s release dates and to conduct transfers of custody from the sheriff to
ICE when individuals would otherwise be released and free to reunite with their
families as any citizen in the sheriff’s custody would be. The VCSO’s cooperation
with ICE is optional and not required by any law. The Sheriff can end ICE
cooperation, as many other counties have done, any time.  



Results in the separation of community members from their families and
intergenerational trauma. 

Fosters distrust between immigrant communities and local law enforcement.
Causes immigrant community members to view local law enforcement and
ICE as the same entity.

Unnecessarily expends county resources on immigration enforcement, which is
not a responsibility of the Sheriff’s department.

Opens local law enforcement up to liability, risking tax dollars to pay out
settlements for violations.



MYTHS
Myth: Sanctuary policies lead to increased community arrests by ICE.
Fact: No correlation has been shown between sanctuary & field arrests.

Myth: Deportations are needed to stop recidivism.
Fact: Noncitizens commit crimes and recidivate at lower rates than citizens.



ICE DOES NOT SHARE
VCSO’S VALUES



Local policing has been separated from federal immigration
enforcement in many jurisdictions. Research on the impacts is clear.
Crime rates have declined or remained unchanged.

USING EVIDENCE TO
GUIDE POLICING

We’ll be happy to provide these publications and more to the sheriff and any supervisor on request.



END collaboration with ICE: Stop responding to
release date notifications and transfer requests.
Remain committed to community partnered policing,
and using evidence as a guide.

Stop responding to ICE requests for info 

Train officers not to collaborate with ICE. 

Sheriff Recommendations: 

Probation Recommendations: 

             about people under supervision.



contact@iceoutofvc.org


