
132285
Text Box
County of Ventura
Planning Commission Hearing 
Case No. PL23 - 0113
Exhibit 2 - Settlement Agreement





















 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ventura County General Plan Litigation Agreement 

Settlement Agreement with Combined Signatures 

 



DocuSign Envelope ID: 03AC7748-2E5B-485B-B850-0C6A88ADDF73

E.C. Bartsch

President and CEO, Aera Energy LLC



DocuSign Envelope ID: 14EE425A-BA15~667-8948-F5D867F56FD4 

DATED: AER~ ENERGY LLC 

Hy 

Name: 

Title: 

DATED: CALIFORNIA n~~TURAL RESOURCES GROUP, LLC 
DocuSigned hy: 

By.: /yi:,x ,.L:.~ 

rName: Jeffrey Katersky 

Tltle: Chief Financial Officer 

DATED: WESTERN STATES PETROLEUM ASSOCIATl01~ 
DocuSigned by: 

B }'' Ar,~ Inl_ K ICI ~11C~r7M. 

Name: 
~OSBC53E~877C401 

Catherine H. Reheis-Boyd 

Tttle: President 8 CEO 

DATED: LLOYD PROPERTIES, a California Limited Partnership 
By: Lloyd Management Corpora ,J,~~~re corporation, 
its managing General Partner 

sy-: 
C~~4 B,FAB884~5 

Name: Gary W. Brummett 

Tltle: President 

DATED: CARBOn CALIFORN[.a OPERATING COMPANY 
LLC 

By~: 

Name: 

Title: ~Y~S 1~e s~✓ 

03701 b~ I Gf;03305~ 3 













12 July 2023





DocuSign Envelope ID: 14EE425A-BA15-4B87-894B-F5D867FSBFD4 

DATED: 

DATED: 

DATED: 

DATED: 

DATED: 

DATED: 

DATED: 

DATED: 

DATED: 

b-l623 

087018\16803305v2 

BRIAN 

MICHAEL R. BLACK 

MARLIN K. BROWN 

NOELLE DIVOZZO 

NANCY EARNEY 

DEBRA FIETEN 

MOLLY H. HARPER 

ALFRED HARTMAN 

GLENN HARTMAN 

- 13 -

BLACK 





































18 June 2023













DocuSign Envelope ID: 3536009A-1FCC-434E-89AB-21289F99CE12

6/20/2023

6/14/2023

6/14/2023

06 / 23 / 2023

06 / 23 / 2023

Doc ID: d7313cbeeb26af4b354df0cacee426ee4a8df6bf



DocuSign Envelope lD: 3EC72DE3-20F8-4 ,l 
97-4987 -0C67251E2510

DATED: 0612312023

DATED: 0612312023

DATED

APPROVED TO F'ORM

DATED

DATED

PATRICIA CORTINA

DAVID CORTINA

C OF

Name:

.€lzlzozz

ritr.' C,Dd tL+t4 ftJ

MANATT, PHELPS & PHILLIPS, LLP

f o^*i"a" {,nn o^By:
lilu"ffTlfiPdlffn,p*q.

Attorneys for Aera Energy LLC

ALSTON & BIRD LLP

By:
Matthew C. Wickersham, Esq.
Attorneys for California Natural Resources Group

LLC, Westem States Petroleum Association and L.loyd
Properties

0870 I 8\1 6803305v2

-17 -

Doc lD: d731 3cbeeb26af4b354df0cacee426ee4a8df6bf





06 / 23 / 2023

Doc ID: d7313cbeeb26af4b354df0cacee426ee4a8df6bf





June 13, 2023

DocuSign Envelope ID: 3536009A-1FCC-434E-89AB-21289F99CE12



DocuSign Envelope lD: 14EE425A-BA1 5-4887-894B-FsD867FsBFD4

DATED
gf slza

VENTURA COUNTY COUNSEL

N
for COUNTY OF VENTURA

By:
Counsel

0870 I 8\l 6803 305v2

-19-

















DocuSign Envelope ID: 14EE425A-BA15-4BB7-894B-F5D867F5BFD4 

Exhibit B 
[Proposed] Order to Facilitate Settlement 

-21-
087018\16803305v2 

________



 

 1  
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COX, CASTLE & 
NICHOLSON LLP 
 

COX, CASTLE & NICHOLSON LLP 
Michael H. Zischke (Bar No. 105053) 
Email: mzischke@coxcastle.com 
Lisa M. Patricio (Bar No. 217549) 
Email: lpatricio@coxcastle.com 
Amy Y. Foo (Bar No. 323004) 
Email: afoo@coxcastle.com 
50 California Street, Suite 3200 
San Francisco, California 94111-4710 
Telephone:  (415) 262-5100 
Facsimile:  (415) 262-5199 
 
Tiffany N. North (Bar No. 228068) 
County Counsel, County of Ventura 
Jeffrey E. Barnes (Bar No. 212154) 
Email: jeffrey.barnes@ventura.org 
Chief Assistant County Counsel 
Ventura County Counsel's Office 
800 S Victoria Avenue  
Ventura, California 93009 
Telephone:  (805) 654-5188 
Facsimile:  (805) 654-2185 
 
Attorneys for Respondents and Defendants   
COUNTY OF VENTURA and    
COUNTY OF VENTURA BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(EXEMPT FROM FILING 
FEES [Gov. Code, § 61031].) 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE COUNTY OF VENTURA 

AERA ENERGY LLC,  
a California limited liability company,  

Petitioner and Plaintiff, 

vs. 

COUNTY OF VENTURA, a municipal  

corporation, and the COUNTY OF VENTURA 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, and  

DOES 1 through 25, inclusive,  

Respondents and Defendants. 

Case No. 56-2020-00546180-CU-WM-VTA 

(Related To Case Nos. 56-2020-00546189-CU-
WM-VTA; 56-2020-00546193-CU-WM-VTA; 
56-2020-00546196-CU-WM-VTA;  
56-2020-00546198-CU-WM-VTA;  
56-2021-00550558-CU-WM-VTA) 
 

CEQA CASE 
 
[PROPOSED] ORDER TO 
FACILITATE SETTLEMENT 
 

Location:  Dept. 20 
Judge: Hon. Matthew P. Guasco 
Case Filed: October 15, 2020 
Trial Date: None Set 

 

 

VENTURA SUPERIOR COURT

07/14/23
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[PROPOSED] ORDER TO FACILITATE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
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COX, CASTLE & 
NICHOLSON LLP 

ORDER TO FACILITATE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

The County of Ventura (the “County”) and Petitioners Aera Energy LLC, California 

Natural Resources Group LLC, Western States Petroleum Association, Lloyd Properties, Carbon 

California Operating Company LLC, the National Association of Royalty Owners, Deborah 

Duggan, Richard Duggan, Theresa Ryan, Julie Monro, Mark Monro, Patricia Cortina and David 

Cortina, on the one hand (collectively, the “Petitioners”) have reached settlement in this matter. 

This matter is before the Court on the parties’ joint motion to seek this Court’s facilitation of the 

parties’ Settlement Agreement and Release. On July 12, 2023, the Court held a hearing on the 

Motion. Appearances are set forth on the record of the hearing. After due consideration of the 

Motion and finding notice of the Motion was proper and good cause for granting the Motion, the 

Court hereby ORDERS: 

1. The Motion is GRANTED. 

2. Section 3(b) of that certain Settlement Agreement and Release, attached to the 

parties’ July 10 joint status report to this court, is approved. If the County approves the 

Implementing Clarifications and General Plan Amendments, as those terms are defined in the 

Settlement Agreement and Release, and a third-party legal action is commenced challenging such 

approval which results in the Implementing Clarifications and/or General Plan Amendments being 

set aside and/or substantially and materially modified by the County in response to such third-party 

legal action, Petitioners shall have the option to resurrect the claims in these related Actions in the 

manner described in the Settlement Agreement and Release. Such a resurrection of claims may be 

accomplished by any one or more Petitioners by refiling their complaint or petition for writ of 

mandate as a new action within 90 days of either: (i) the County final action on the Implementing 

Clarifications or the General Plan Amendments, whichever occurs later; or (2) a final court 

judgment and expiration of any applicable appeal period without the filing of an appeal.1  

3. The intervening parties in Aera Energy LLC v. County of Ventura (Case No. 56-

2020-00546180) Climate First: Replacing Oil & Gas, Voices In Solidarity Against Oil In 

 
1 As further described in the Settlement Agreement and Release, pursuant to a tolling agreement 
between the County and Petitioners, any statute of limitations or other time bar shall be tolled 
until 90 days following the events described above. 
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[PROPOSED] ORDER TO FACILITATE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
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COX, CASTLE & 
NICHOLSON LLP 

Neighborhoods, and Sierra Club (Intervenors), are not parties to the Settlement Agreement and 

Release or to any tolling agreement between Petitioners and the County. Intervenors’ rights are 

reserved. 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

 

Dated: _______, 2023     ____________________________ 
THE HONORABLE MATTHEW P. 
GUASCO 
Judge of the Ventura County Superior Court 
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PROOF OF SERVICE: [PROPOSED] ORDER TO FACILITATE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
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COX, CASTLE & 
NICHOLSON LLP 
 

PROOF OF SERVICE AND CERTIFICATION 
Aera Energy LLC, et al. v. County of Ventura, et al. 

Ventura County Superior Court Case No. 56-2020-00546180-CU-WM-VTA 
 

I am employed in the County of San Francisco, State of California. I am over the age of 
18 and not a party to the within action; my business address is 50 California Street, Suite 3200, 
San Francisco, California 94111.  My email address is mroque@coxcastle.com. 
 

On July 13, 2023, I served the foregoing documents described as: 
 

[PROPOSED] ORDER TO FACILITATE SETTLEMENT 

in this action to be sent to the persons at the electronic address listed below. 
 

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED SERVICE LIST 
 
On the above date: 

 BY E-MAIL OR ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION:    I served the above-referenced 
document by electronic mail to the e-mail address of the addressees pursuant to Rule 2.251 
of the California Rules of Court.  The transmission was complete and without error and I did 
not receive, within a reasonable time after the transmission, any electronic message or 
other indication that the transmission was unsuccessful. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  

Executed on July 13, 2023, at San Francisco, California. 
 
 
 

     
Maristella Roque 
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PROOF OF SERVICE: [PROPOSED] ORDER TO FACILITATE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
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COX, CASTLE & 
NICHOLSON LLP 

SERVICE LIST 
Aera Energy LLC, et al. v. County of Ventura, et al. 

Ventura County Superior Court Case No. 56-2020-00546180-CU-WM-VTA 
 

Attorneys for Petitioners and Plaintiffs 
Deborah Duggan, Richard Duggan and 
Theresa Ryan 
Peter J. Ryan / Aaron J. Flores 
Nannette Schneider 
Flores Ryan, LLP 
115 W. California Boulevard, Suite 9010 
Pasadena, California 91105 
Telephone:  626-514-0950 
E-mail: ryan@floresryan.com 
 flores@floresryan.com 
 schneider@floresryan.com 

Attorneys for Petitioner and Plaintiff 
Aera Energy LLC 
Craig A. Moyer / George M. Soneff 
Sigrid R. Waggener / David T. Moran 
Jennifer J. Lynch 
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP 
2049 Century Park East, Suite 1700 
Los Angeles, California 90067 
Telephone:  310-312-4000 
E-mail: cmoyer@manatt.com 
 gsoneff@manatt.com 
 swaggener@manatt.com 
 dmoran@manatt.com 
 jlynch@manatt.com 

Attorneys for Petitioners and Plaintiffs 
California Works Labor-Management 
Cooperation Trust 
Tanya A. Gulesserian 
Christina M. Caro 
Andrew J. Graf 
Adams Broadwell Joseph & Cardozo 
601 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 1000 
South San Francisco, California 94080 
Telephone:  650-589-1660 
E-mail: tgulesserian@adamsbroadwell.com 

 ccaro@adamsbroadwell.com 
 agraf@adamsbroadwell.com 
 

Attorneys for Petitioner and Plaintiff 
California Natural Resources Group LLC 
Jeffrey D. Dintzer 
Matthew C. Wickersham 
Gregory S. Berlin 
Gina M. Angiolillo 
Alston & Bird LLP 
333 South Hope Street, 16th Floor 
Los Angeles, California 90071 
Telephone:  213-576-1000 
E-mail: jeffrey.dintzer@alston.com 
  matt.wickersham@alston.com 
  greg.berlin@alston.com 
  gina.angiolillo@alston.com 

Attorneys for Petitioner and Plaintiff 
Western States Petroleum Association 
Jeffrey D. Dintzer 
Matthew C. Wickersham 
Gregory S. Berlin 
Gina M. Angiolillo 
Alston & Bird LLP 
333 South Hope Street, 16th Floor 
Los Angeles, California 90071 
Telephone:  213-576-1000 
E-mail: jeffrey.dintzer@alston.com 
 matt.wickersham@alston.com 
 greg.berlin@alston.com 
  gina.angiolillo@alston.com 
 

Attorneys for Petitioner and Plaintiff 
Lloyd Properties 
Jeffrey D. Dintzer 
Matthew C. Wickersham 
Gregory S. Berlin 
Gina M. Angiolillo 
Alston & Bird LLP 
333 South Hope Street, 16th Floor 
Los Angeles, California 90071 
Telephone:  213-576-1000 
E-mail: jeffrey.dintzer@alston.com 
 matt.wickersham@alston.com 
 greg.berlin@alston.com 
  gina.angiolillo@alston.com 
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PROOF OF SERVICE: [PROPOSED] ORDER TO FACILITATE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

COX, CASTLE & 
NICHOLSON LLP 

Attorneys for Petitioners 
Carbon California Company, LLC; 
Carbon California Operating Company, 
LLC 
Neal P. Maguire 
Ferguson Case Orr Paterson LLP 
1050 South Kimball Road 
Ventura, California 93004 
Telephone:  805-659-6800 
E-mail: nmaguire@fcoplaw.com 
 

Attorneys for Petitioners and Plaintiffs 
National Association of Royalty Owners-
California, Inc., et al. (excluding Petitioners 
and Plaintiffs Deborah Duggan, Richard 
Duggan, Theresa Ryan, Julie Monro, Mark 
Monroe, Patricia Cortina and David Cortina) 
Edward S. Renwick 
Hanna and Morton LLP 
444 South Flower Street, Suite 2530 
Los Angeles, California 90071 
Telephone:  213-628-7131 
E-mail: erenwick@hanmor.com 
 

Attorneys for Petitioners and Plaintiffs 
Julie Monro, Mark Monro, Patricia 
Contina, and David Cortina 
Robert M. Baskin 
Charles L. McCutchan 
Law Office of Robert M. Baskin  
1849 Knoll Drive  
Ventura, California 93003 
Telephone:  213-658-1000 
E-mail: charles@baskinlawoffice.com 
  

Attorneys for Intervenors 
(in Aera Case No. 56-2020-00546180 only) 
Climate First: Replacing Oil & Gas,  
Voices in Solidarity Against Oil in 
Neighborhoods, and Sierra Club  
Matthew M. Werdegar / Christine M. Zaleski 
Catherine C. Porto  
Keker, Van Nest & Peters LLP 
633 Battery Street 
San Francisco, California 94111 
Telephone: 415-391-5400 
E-mail: mwerdegar@,keker.com 
 czaleski@keker.com
 cporto@keker.com 

Attorneys for Intervenors 
(in Aera Case No. 56-2020-00546180 only) 
Climate First: Replacing Oil & Gas,  
Voices in Solidarity Against Oil in 
Neighborhoods, and Sierra Club  
Elizabeth A. Fisher  
Radhika Kannan  
Earthjustice 
50 California Street, Suite 500  
San Francisco, California 94111  
Telephone: 415 217 2000 
E-mail: efisher@earthjustice.org 
 rkannan@earthjustice.org 

Attorneys for Intervenors  
(in Aera Case No. 56-2020-00546180 only) 
Climate First: Replacing Oil & Gas (CFROG) 
Kevin P. Bundy 
Shute, Mihaly & Weinberger LLP 
396 Hayes Street 
San Francisco, California 94102  

Telephone: 415 552-7272 
E-mail: bundy@smwlaw.com 

Superior Court of California 
Ventura County 
Honorable Matthew P. Guasco, Dept. 20 
800 South Victoria Avenue 
Ventura, California 93009 
E-mail:  Courtroom20@ventura.courts.ca.gov 
 
(courtesy copy via e-mail only) 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 
Carbon California Company LLC, et al. v. County of Ventura, et al. 

Ventura County Case No. 56-2020-00546198-CU-WM-VTA 

I am employed in the County of San Francisco, State of California. I am over the age of 18 and not 
a party to the within action; my business address is 50 California Street, Suite 3200, San Francisco, 
California 94111.  My email address is mroque@coxcastle.com. 

On August 11, 2023, I served the foregoing documents described as: 
 
NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER RE: ORDER TO FACILITATE SETTLEMENT 

 
in this action to be sent to the persons at the electronic address listed below. 
 

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED SERVICE LIST 

On the above date: 

 BY E-MAIL OR ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION:    I served the above-referenced 
document by electronic mail to the e-mail address of the addressees pursuant to Rule 
2.251 of the California Rules of Court.  The transmission was complete and without 
error and I did not receive, within a reasonable time after the transmission, any 
electronic message or other indication that the transmission was unsuccessful. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  

Executed on August 11, 2023, at San Francisco, California. 
 
 
 

      
Maristella Roque 
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SERVICE LIST 
Carbon California Company LLC, et al. v. County of Ventura, et al. 

Ventura County Case No. 56-2020-00546198-CU-WM-VTA 
 

Attorneys for Petitioners and Plaintiffs 
Deborah Duggan, Richard Duggan and 
Theresa Ryan 
Peter J. Ryan / Aaron J. Flores 
Nannette Schneider 
Flores Ryan, LLP 
115 W. California Boulevard, Suite 9010 
Pasadena, California 91105 
Telephone:  626-514-0950 
E-mail: ryan@floresryan.com 
 flores@floresryan.com 
 schneider@floresryan.com 

Attorneys for Petitioner and Plaintiff 
Aera Energy LLC 
Craig A. Moyer / George M. Soneff 
Sigrid R. Waggener / David T. Moran 
Jennifer J. Lynch 
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP 
2049 Century Park East, Suite 1700 
Los Angeles, California 90067 
Telephone:  310-312-4000 
E-mail: cmoyer@manatt.com 
 gsoneff@manatt.com 
 swaggener@manatt.com 
 dmoran@manatt.com 
 jlynch@manatt.com 

Attorneys for Petitioner and Plaintiff 
California Natural Resources Group 
Jeffrey D. Dintzer 
Matthew C. Wickersham 
Gregory S. Berlin 
Gina M. Angiolillo 
Alston & Bird LLP 
333 South Hope Street, 16th Floor 
Los Angeles, California 90071 
Telephone:  213-576-1000 
E-mail: jeffrey.dintzer@alston.com 
  matt.wickersham@alston.com 
  greg.berlin@alston.com 
  gina.angiolillo@alston.com 

Attorneys for Petitioner and Plaintiff 
Western States Petroleum Association 
Jeffrey D. Dintzer 
Matthew C. Wickersham 
Gregory S. Berlin 
Gina M. Angiolillo 
Alston & Bird LLP 
333 South Hope Street, 16th Floor 
Los Angeles, California 90071 
Telephone:  213-576-1000 
E-mail: jeffrey.dintzer@alston.com 
 matt.wickersham@alston.com 
 greg.berlin@alston.com 
  gina.angiolillo@alston.com 

Attorneys for Petitioner and Plaintiff 
Lloyd Properties 
Jeffrey D. Dintzer 
Matthew C. Wickersham 
Gregory S. Berlin 
Gina M. Angiolillo 
Alston & Bird LLP 
333 South Hope Street, 16th Floor 
Los Angeles, California 90071 
Telephone:  213-576-1000 
E-mail: jeffrey.dintzer@alston.com 
 matt.wickersham@alston.com 
 greg.berlin@alston.com 
  gina.angiolillo@alston.com 

Attorneys for Petitioners and Plaintiffs 
California Works Labor-Management 
Cooperation Trust 
Tanya A. Gulesserian 
Christina M. Caro 
Andrew J. Graf 
Adams Broadwell Joseph & Cardozo 
601 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 1000 
South San Francisco, California 94080 
Telephone:  650-589-1660 
E-mail: tgulesserian@adamsbroadwell.com 

 ccaro@adamsbroadwell.com 
 agraf@adamsbroadwell.com 
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Attorneys for Petitioners and Plaintiffs 
National Association of Royalty Owners-
California, Inc., et al. (excluding 
Petitioners and Plaintiffs Deborah Duggan, 
Richard Duggan,Theresa Ryan, Julie 
Monro, Mark Monroe, Patricia Cortina 
and David Cortina) 
Edward S. Renwick 
Hanna and Morton LLP 
444 South Flower Street, Suite 2530 
Los Angeles, California 90071 
Telephone:  213-628-7131 
E-mail: erenwick@hanmor.com 
 

Attorneys for Petitioners 
Carbon California Company, LLC; 
Carbon California Operating Company, 
LLC 
Neal P. Maguire 
Ferguson Case Orr Paterson LLP 
1050 South Kimball Road 
Ventura, California 93004 
Telephone:  805-659-6800 
E-mail: nmaguire@fcoplaw.com 

Attorneys for Petitioners and Plaintiffs 
Julie Monro, Mark Monro, Patricia 
Contina, and David Cortina 
Robert M. Baskin 
Charles L. McCutchan 
Law Office of Robert M. Baskin  
1849 Knoll Drive  
Ventura, California 93003 
Telephone:  213-658-1000 
E-mail: charles@baskinlawoffice.com 
  

Superior Court of California 
Ventura County 
Honorable Matthew P. Guasco, Dept. 20 
800 South Victoria Avenue 
Ventura, California 93009 
E-mail:  Courtroom20@ventura.courts.ca.gov 
 
(courtesy copy via e-mail only) 
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