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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND SUMMARY OF PROPOSED VENTURA COUNTY-INITIATED 
ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLES 2 AND 6 OF THE VENTURA COUNTY NON-COASTAL 

ZONING ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SETBACKS FROM 14 WILDLIFE CROSSING 
STRUCTURES IN THE NORTHERN UNINCORPORATED AREA (PL19-0088) 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY given that a public hearing, as provided by law, will be held by the Ventura County 
Board of Supervisors on Tuesday, September 12, 2023, at 2:30 p.m., at 800 S. Victoria Avenue, 
Ventura CA 93009, County Government Center, Hall of Administration, Board of Supervisors Hearing 
Room, to consider and decide the project described below. 
 
To find out how you may participate in the Board of Supervisors hearing and provide public comment, 
please refer to the instructions on our website at http://www.ventura.org/boscomments. 
 
CASE NUMBER: PL19-0088 
 
APPLICANT: County of Ventura, Resource Management Agency, Planning Division 
 
PROJECT LOCATION: Certain parcels located in the northern, non-coastal unincorporated area of the 
County of Ventura that are within 200 feet of fourteen (14) wildlife crossing structures, as specified in 
the proposed ordinance. 
 
PROJECT SUMMARY: The project consists of a County-initiated ordinance to amend Articles 2 and 6 
of the Ventura County Non-Coastal Zoning Ordinance to establish a 200-foot setback from fourteen 
(14) bridges and culverts that have been identified as important functional wildlife crossing structures 
to improve safe passage for wildlife and vehicles in the northern unincorporated area.  
• Article 2: Amends the definition of “wildlife crossing structure” to clarify that flood plain facilities may 

also be a barrier for wildlife connectivity, that wildlife crossing structures are used by both terrestrial 
and aquatic wildlife, and to reflect that an existing map layer within the County View Geographic 
Information System will be updated to include the locations of the 14 wildlife crossing structures that 
are the subject of the proposed ordinance. 

• Article 6: Establishes a 200-foot setback area from the entry and exit points of 14 wildlife crossing 
structures: 
o Identifies the 14 wildlife crossing structures according to agency of ownership, identification 

numbers, and location.  
o Prohibits certain new development, land uses and activities from occurring within the 200-foot 

setback area. 
o Describes how to measure the 200-foot setback area. 
o Lists 27 exemptions organized in three categories: “vegetation modification”, “structures, 

development, land uses, and activities”, and “outdoor lighting and related activities”.  
o Addresses when an existing structure located partially or wholly within the 200-foot setback area 

may be expanded under the proposed ordinance. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: The project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Sections 15061(b)(3), 15307, and 15308. 
 

http://www.ventura.org/boscomments


PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: On November 3, 2022, the Ventura County 
Planning Commission held a public hearing on the proposed ordinance and voted unanimously (5-0) 
to approve staff’s recommendations, as modified to incorporate the applicable revisions set forth in the 
Planning Division’s November 2, 2022, errata memorandum to the Planning Commission. To view the 
recorded public hearing, staff report and exhibits from the November 3, 2022, Planning Commission 
public hearing, please refer to the Planning Division website at https://vcrma.org/planning-commission.  
 
DRAFT REVIEW COPIES: The meeting agenda, along with the project materials related to this Board 
item including the full text of the proposed ordinance, will be available after 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
September 7, 2023, and a live meeting stream will be available online on the day of the hearing. Both 
may be viewed on the Board of Supervisors website at www.ventura.org/bosagenda. Click on “Agenda” 
under the heading “Current and Upcoming” & “Archived Meetings” View by Clicking Here” 
 
QUESTIONS:  Questions may be submitted to the Case Planner, Abigail Convery, at (805) 654-2489 
or via email at Abigail.Convery@ventura.org.  

Email or Written Public Comments in Advance of Hearing  
Email or written public comments must be submitted to the Clerk of the Board by noon on the day prior 
to the meeting at clerkoftheboard@ventura.org or mail to: Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, 800 S. 
Victoria Avenue, Ventura, CA 93009. Please indicate in the Subject Line the Agenda item number (e.g., 
Item No. XX) on which you are commenting. Your email or written comment will be distributed to the 
Board of Supervisors and placed into the item’s record of the Board meeting. Please do not submit 
personal information you do not want to be made public. 
 
In-Person Comments 
If you wish to make a comment in person, you must check in with the Clerk of the Board staff prior to 
the agenda item being called. You also must be present in the meeting room and provide your comment 
when called upon. Pre-registration for in-person comments through the website is encouraged. 
 
Remote Public Comments Using Zoom or Telephone: If you wish to make a comment remotely 
using Zoom or telephone, you must be connected to the meeting prior to the close of the public 
comment period for the item you wish to speak on. We encourage you to register in advance of the 
meeting to ensure that you receive the Zoom credentials prior to the item being heard. 
 
For more information on pre-registration for in-person comments, remote comments through Zoom or 
telephone, and overall public participation at the Board of Supervisors hearing, please go to 
https://www.ventura.org/board-of-supervisors/agendas-documents-and-broadcasts/public-comments/.  
 
If you challenge the above-described action in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues 
you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence 
delivered to the Ventura County Planning Division at, or prior to, the public hearing. In compliance with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need assistance to participate in this hearing, please call 
(805) 654- 2251 or email clerkoftheboard@ventura.org at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting. 
 
Note: We recommend you subscribe to receive the Board of Supervisors Agenda Notifications at 
https://www.ventura.org/board-of-supervisors-agenda-notifications/ or contact the Case Planner to 
confirm the public hearing date one day prior.   
 
By: Dave Ward, AICP, Director  
Ventura County Planning Division 
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