Formation of Commission and Selection of Commissioners

GOVERNMENT CODE SECTIONS 56325, 56325.1, 56334, and 56335

56325. There is hereby continued in existence in each county a local agency formation
commission. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, the commission shall consist of
members appointed as follows:

(a) Two appointed by the board of supervisors from their own membership. The board
of supervisors shall appoint a third supervisor who shall be an alternate member of the
commission. The alternate member may serve and vote in place of any supervisor on the
commission who is absent or who disqualifies himself or herself from participating in a meeting
of the commission.

If the office of a regular county member becomes vacant, the alternate member may serve and
vote in place of the former regular county member until the appointment and qualification of a
regular county member to fill the vacancy.

(b) Two appointed by the cities in the county, each of whom shall be a mayor or council
member, appointed by the city selection committee. The city selection committee shall also
appoint one alternate member who shall also be a mayor or council member and shall be
appointed and serve pursuant to Section 56335. The city selection committee is encouraged to
appoint members to fairly represent the diversity of the cities in the county, with respect to
population and geography.

(c) Two presiding officers or members of legislative bodies of independent special
districts appointed by the independent special district selection committee pursuant to Section
56332. The independent special district selection committee shall also appoint a presiding
officer or member of the legislative body of an independent special district as an alternate
member who shall be appointed and serve pursuant to Section 56332. The independent special
district selection committee is encouraged to make appointments that fairly represent the
diversity of the independent special districts in the county, with respect to population and
geography.

(d) One representing the general public appointed by the other members of the
commission. The other members of the commission may also appoint one alternate member
who shall serve pursuant to Section 56331. Appointment of the public member and alternate
public member shall be subject to the affirmative vote of at least one of the members
appointed by each of the other appointing authorities. Whenever a vacancy occurs in the public
member or alternate public member position, the commission shall cause a notice of vacancy
to be posted as provided in Section 56158. A copy of this notice shall be sent to the clerk or
secretary of the legislative body of each local agency within the county. Final appointment to fill
the vacancy may not be made for at least 21 days after the posting of the notice.

56325.1. While serving on the commission, all commission members shall exercise their
independent judgment on behalf of the interests of residents, property owners, and the public
as a whole in furthering the purposes of this division. Any member appointed on behalf of local
governments shall represent the interests of the public as a whole and not solely the interests



of the appointing authority. This section does not require the abstention of any member on any
matter, nor does it create a right of action in any person.

56334. The term of office of each member shall be four years and until the appointment and
qualification of his or her successor. Upon enlargement of the commission by two members, as
provided in Section 56332, the new members first appointed to represent independent special
districts shall classify themselves by lot so that the expiration date of the term of office of one
new member coincides with the existing member who holds the office represented by the
original two-year term on the commission and the term of office of the other new member
coincides with the existing member who holds the office represented by the original four-year
term on the commission. The body which originally appointed a member whose term has
expired shall appoint his or her successor for a full term of four years. Any member may be
removed at any time and without cause by the body appointing that member. The expiration
date of the term of office of each member shall be the first Monday in May in the year in which
the term of the member expires, unless procedures adopted by the commission specify an
alternate date to apply uniformly to all members. However, the length of a term of office shall
not be extended more than once. Any vacancy in the membership of the commission shall be
filled for the unexpired term by appointment by the body which originally appointed the
member whose office has become vacant.

The chairperson of the commission shall be selected by the members of the commission.

Commission members and alternates shall be reimbursed for the actual amount of their
reasonable and necessary expenses incurred in attending meetings and in performing the
duties of their office. The commission may authorize payment of a per diem to commission
members and alternates for each day while they are in attendance at meetings of the
commission.

56335. In each county containing two or more cities, regular and alternate city members to the
commission shall be appointed by the city selection committee organized in the county
pursuant to and in the manner provided in Article 11 (commencing with Section 50270) of
Chapter 1 of Part 1 of Division 1. Regular members of the commission shall be appointed by the
city selection committee pursuant to Sections 56325, 56326, and 56327.

The city selection committee shall appoint one alternate member to the commission in the
same manner as it appoints a regular member. If one of the regular city members is absent
from a commission meeting, or disqualifies himself or herself from participating in a meeting,
the alternate member may serve and vote in place of that regular city member for that
meeting.

Except in the case of a member appointed pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 56326 or
subdivision (b) of Section 56327, a city selection committee, may, at the time it appoints a
member or alternate, provide that the member or alternate is disqualified from voting on
proposals affecting the city which the member or alternate represents.

If the office of a regular city member becomes vacant, the alternate member may serve and
vote in place of the former regular city member until the appointment and qualification of a
regular city member to fill the vacancy.



