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2023 Market Area Rate Study 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The purpose of the Market Area Rate Study (MARS) is to establish the calendar year 
2024 maximum allowable gate rate (i.e., tipping fee) at the Simi Valley Landfill & 
Recycling Center (SVL&RC), located just north of both the 118 freeway and the City of 
Simi Valley in the unincorporated area of Ventura County, as shown on Exhibit A 
(SVL&RC Location Map).   
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The SVL&RC is wholly owned and operated by Waste Management of California, Inc. 
(WM). On March 20, 2012, the Ventura County Board of Supervisors approved the 
Amended and Restated Agreement for the Operation and Closure of the Simi Valley 
Landfill and Recycling Center (Agreement) between WM and the County of Ventura.  
One component of this Agreement outlines the use of an annual MARS to establish the 
maximum allowable gate rate at the SVL&RC for the upcoming calendar year utilizing 
the methodology described below.    
 
 
METHODOLOGY: THE FOLLOWING TASKS WERE COMPLETED IN PREPARING  
                               THE 2023 MARS  
 
Task 1 – Pursuant to Section 4.3.3. of the Agreement, the names of 27 active municipal 
solid waste landfills within a designated geographical area of California were 
determined, as shown in Exhibit C (Geographical Map of Market Index Landfills); this 
compilation of landfills is referred to as the Market Index. The Solid Waste Information 
System (SWIS) database of the California Department of Resources Recycling and 
Recovery (CalRecycle) was used to verify the permitted active disposal sites within 
each applicable county.  Those lists were pared to include only landfills located within 
the designated geographical area which accept municipal solid waste from the general 
public; for example, landfills serving only their private owners or military bases are 
excluded.  
 
As in past years, one landfill on the resulting list was further studied and subsequently 
pared from the list. The California Street Landfill does not have a Posted Gate Rate and 
has not been included in the MARS since 2002. More information is provided in the 
Notes accompanying Table 1. 
 
Compared to the 2022 MARS, no new landfills were opened, and no existing landfills 
were closed. Therefore, the number of landfills in the Market Index remains at 27.  
 
Task 2 – The Market Index was updated to reflect publicly owned or operated and WM-  
owned or operated landfills.  The CalRecycle website was utilized for collecting 
information about WM’s subsidiaries. The percentages of publicly-owned or operated 
and WM owned or operated landfills were calculated and compared to threshold levels 
stated in the Agreement between the County of Ventura and WM.  The percentages 
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were less than the threshold levels; therefore, no adjustment of the Market Index is 
needed.  
 
Task 3 – The Posted Gate Rate for each landfill in the Market Index was determined to 
satisfy the purpose of this study.  For the purposes of the study, the Posted Gate Rate 
is the standard gate rate for disposal of municipal solid waste (also referred to as 
general refuse, uncompacted waste, routine refuse, general debris, etc.) on a per ton 
basis, including taxes and fees, effective July 1, 2023.  The study did not consider rates 
for special wastes, hard-to-handle loads and similar classifications.  
  
For each landfill, rate sheets and additional documentation were obtained from the 
landfill operator by fax, website, and/or email. When information on landfill websites was 
not clear with regard to the effective date, the landfill operator was contacted by 
telephone to verify accuracy of rates shown on the website.  
 
Task 4 – The information obtained or determined in Tasks 1, 2, and 3 is presented in 
this report.  Table 1 summarizes each landfill in the Market Index, the Owned or 
Operated information, and the Posted Landfill Gate Rates.  Notes following the table 
provide additional details. Copies of the rate documentation are included in Exhibit D 
(Posted Gate Rates for 27 Landfills within Study Area as of July 1, 2023).  
 
2023 SVL&RC GATE RATE AND LANDFILL RATES   
 
The current SVL&RC gate rate and schedule of all other posted rates, effective July 1, 
2023 are provided as Exhibit B (SVL&RC Rate Schedule as of January 1, 2023). 
 
PROPOSED 2024 MAXIMUM GATE RATE AT SVL&RC 
 
Utilizing the posted landfill gate rates as of July 1, 2023, as shown in Table 1, the Mean 
Market Rate is $76.07 per ton, an increase of 4.90% ($3.55/ton) relative to the 2022 
Mean Market Rate of $72.52 per ton.  The Posted Gate Rates from the 27 landfills 
within the study area ranged from $45.06 per ton to $117.46 per ton.  To determine the 
Mean Market Rate, the posted gate rate of each of the 27 landfills within the study area 
was obtained or calculated from rate documentation provided by the landfill operator 
and used to calculate the mean of the 27 landfill gate rates as of July 1, 2023 (Exhibit 
D). Table 1 and the accompanying notes provide further information.   
 
Based upon the Mean Market Rate determination in this study, the maximum allowable 
gate rate (i.e., tipping fee) at the SVL&RC for municipal solid waste originating in 
Ventura County, or outside of California, for calendar year 2024 is $83.67, calculated 
from the sum total of the Mean Market Rate ($76.07) plus the “Ventura County” Market 
Rate Variance (5% of MARS-determined Mean Market Rate, $3.80/ton) and the County  
Surcharge of $3.80/ton (also 5% of the MARS-determined Mean Market Rate). The 
maximum allowable gate rate (i.e., tipping fee) at the SVL&RC for municipal solid waste 
originating outside of Ventura County, and within California, for calendar year 2024 is 
$87.48, calculated from the sum total of the Mean Market Rate ($76.07) plus the “Non-
Ventura County” Market Rate Variance (10% of MARS-determined Mean Market Rate, 
$7.61) and the County Surcharge of $3.80/ton (5% of the MARS-determined Mean 
Market Rate).    
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For all other 2024 rates at the SVL&RC, this Study has no effect as those rates are 
established by a separate process in which WM submits an Annual Report to the 
County no later than September 1 of each year; within the context of the Annual Report, 
WM may propose changes to any rate, other than the maximum allowable gate rate, at 
the SVL&RC for calendar year 2024.  Upon receipt of the Annual Report, the County 
must review all proposed rates no later than October 1st and respond to WM via a rate 
approval letter no later than October 15th.     
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Table 1 – Market Index and Mean Market Rate  

Refer to Notes on the following pages  

 
Table 1 Accompanying Notes 
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1. The Inventory of Active Municipal Solid Waste Landfills within the designated 

geographical area as of July 1, 2023, except those that serve only their private owners, 
military bases, and as explained in Note (2). Landfill names are pursuant to the 
CalRecycle website SWIS database.  

 
2. California Street Landfill is an active municipal solid waste landfill as of July 1, 2023 and 

is within the designated geographical area.  However, it is not included in the Inventory 
because there is no Posted Gate Rate, as explained below. The site has not been 
included in the Inventory since inception in 2002.  

 
As verified June 29, 2023 by Louie Miranda, Solid Waste Manager for the City’s Quality 
of Life Department, the landfill is located in, and is operated by, the City of Redlands. In 
general, the City accepts waste only from their own collection vehicles. Because no 
other waste is imported or accepted from the public or other haulers, there is no Posted 
Gate Rate.  

 
3. No new landfills have been added to this study and none of the existing landfills have 

been closed or removed. The number of landfills in the Market Index remains at 27. 
 

4. Determination of whether the facility is publicly-owned or operated is pursuant to the 
CalRecycle website database.  If the facility is owned or operated, or both, by a public 
entity, then "Yes" is shown; if the facility is neither owned nor operated by a public entity, 
then "No" is shown.  

 
5. Determination of whether the facility is owned or operated by Waste Management is 

pursuant to the CalRecycle website database, supplemented by public knowledge of 
subsidiaries.  If the facility is owned or operated, or both, by Waste Management, then 
"Yes" is shown. If the facility is neither owned nor operated by Waste Management, then 
"No" is shown.  

 
6. For purposes of this study, the Posted Gate Rate is the standard gate rate for disposal of 

municipal solid waste (also referred to as general refuse, uncompacted waste, routine 
refuse, general debris, etc.) on a per ton basis, including all taxes and fees.  For each 
landfill, rate sheets or similar documentation were obtained from the landfill operator by 
fax, website, and/or email.  When information on websites was not clear, with regard to 
the effective date, the operator was contacted by telephone or email to verify rates 
shown on the website were correct for July 1, 2023.  Refer to additional notes for special 
cases.  

 
7. For the purpose of this study, Antelope Valley Public Landfill I (SWIS Number 19-AA-

0009) is considered the same landfill as Antelope Valley Public Landfill II (SWIS Number 
19-AA-5624). The SWIS database shows they have the same location, 
operator/business owner, and landowner.  

 
8. For Antelope Valley Public Landfill I & II, the Posted Gate Rate is $84.44 per ton for 

“Solid Waste - MSW” plus a 11.18% Fuel Surcharge (average rate over a one year 
period). The base rate is documented in a rate sheet. The Fuel Surcharge percentage is  
documented in a historical summary sheet from the operator, Waste Management, per 
email dated June 28, 2023 from Heather Peters, Scalehouse Supervisor.  An 
Environmental Fee per load, also indicated on the rate sheet, is not included because 
that fee is not applied on a “per ton” basis.  

 
9. For Burbank Landfill No. 3, the rate is the fee charged to internal City departments and 
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the school district only. The landfill is not open to the public. Rates were confirmed by 
email dated June 20, 2023, by City of Burbank staff, Stephanie Kandt. 

 
10. For Chicago Grade Landfill, the Posted Gate Rate remains unchanged at $67.00, 

confirmed by email dated June 29, 2023, by Dannette Fieguth, Site Manager. 

11. For Cold Canyon Landfill, the Posted Gate Rate is $90.00, confirmed by email dated 
June 16, 2023, by Anna Lopez, Accounts Receivable staff at the landfill. 

12. For Lancaster Landfill, the Posted Gate Rate is $88.43 per ton for “Solid Waste - MSW” 
plus a 11.18% Fuel Surcharge (average rate over a one-year period). The base rate is 
documented in a rate sheet. The Fuel Surcharge percentage is documented in a 
historical summary sheet from the operator, Waste Management, per email dated June 
28, 2023 from Heather Peters, Scalehouse Supervisor. An Environmental Fee per load, 
also indicated on the rate sheet, is not included because that fee is not applied on a “per 
ton” basis.  

13. For the City of Lompoc Landfill, the Posted Gate Rate will be $100.00, inclusive of a 
“State Recycle Fee” and a “County Inspection Fee,” confirmed by email dated June 16, 
2023, by Steve Clark, Solid Waste Compliance Coordinator for City of Lompoc. 

14. For Mid-Valley Sanitary Landfill and San Timoteo Sanitary Landfill, the Posted Gate 
Rate will be $48.80, along with a “Comprehensive Disposal Onsite Diversion Program 
Fee” of $12/ton and a “Perchlorate Fee” of $.69/ton. This data was confirmed by email 
dated June 22, 2023, by Suzan Garrido, Staff Analyst for San Bernardino County, Public 
Works.  
 

15. For Otay Landfill and Sycamore Landfill, the Posted Gate Rate, effective 1/01/23 
remains unchanged at $105.00 per ton for “General Refuse” plus an average 11.87% 
Fuel Recovery Fee. The base rate is documented in a rate sheet. The Fuel Recovery 
Fee percentage is documented in an email dated June 22, 2023, from Estrella Salazar, 
Republic Services, Division Accountant. An Environmental Fee per load, also indicated 
on the rate sheet, is not included because that fee is not applied on a “per ton” basis. 

 
16. For Paso Robles Landfill, the Posted Gate Rate, effective 7/01/22, will remain 

unchanged at $63.00, confirmed by email dated June 16, 2023, by Diane Strang, staff in 
the Water, Wastewater and Streets Division at the City of Paso Robles. 

17. For Santa Maria Landfill, the Posted Gate Rate remains unchanged at $79.00, confirmed 
by email dated June 26, 2023, by Jennifer Alvarado, Utilities – Finance Services staff.  
 

18. For Savage Canyon Landfill, the Posted Gate Rate will be $57.30, effective 7/01/23, 
confirmed by email dated June 28, 2023, by Leon Vasquez, Public Works Management 
Analyst for City of Whittier. 

 

19. Sunshine Canyon City/County Landfill (SWIS Number 19-AA-2000) was formerly 
designated Sunshine Canyon SLF County Extension (SWIS Number 19-AA-0853) as 
well as Sunshine Canyon City Landfill Unit 2 (SWIS Number 19-AR-0002 Unit 02).  

 
20. For Sunshine Canyon City/County Landfill, the Posted Gate Rate, effective July 1, 2022, 

remains unchanged at $98.09 per ton for “Municipal Waste / Construction & Demolition” 
plus a 12.46% Fuel Recovery Fee.  The base rate is documented in a rate sheet emailed 
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dated June 20, 2023 from Richard Blatz, Billing Coordinator at the landfill. Richard also 
confirmed the Fuel Recovery Fees over the past year. The average Fuel Recovery Fee 
(FRF) was obtained by taking the average of all FRFs. An Environmental Fee per load, 
also indicated on the rate sheet, is not included because that fee is not applied on a “per 
ton” basis.  
 

21. For Tajiguas Sanitary Landfill, the Posted Gate Rate will be $115.00/ton, effective 
7/01/23, per an email dated June 20, 2023, by Marc Hill, staff with the County of Santa 
Barbara. 

22. For the Toland Road Landfill, the new Posted Gate Rate, effective 7/1/23, is $45.06, 
confirmed by email dated June 21, 2023, by Richard Jones, Director of Operations at 
Ventura Regional Sanitation District. 

23. For the West Miramar Landfill, the Posted Gate Rate will be $85.00/ton, effective 
7/01/23, per an email dated June 26, 2023, by Matthew Cleary, Assistant Director of the 
Environmental Services Department for the City of San Diego. This MSW rate is from 
the category “Weighed Loads - Non-City Waste.” For the current study, this category 
was selected on the basis that it is most similar to the selected rate category of other 
landfills and meets the purpose of the study. 
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Exhibit B: SVL&RC Rate Schedule as of July 1, 2023 
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Exhibit C: Geographical Map of Market Index Landfills 
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Exhibit D: Posted Gate Rates for 27 Landfills within Study Area as of July 1, 2023 
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Antelope Valley Public Landfill I & II  
Lancaster Landfill and Recycling Center a  

Badlands Landfill 
El Sobrante Landfill  

Lamb Canyon Sanitary Landfill  

 
b  

Burbank Landfill Site No. 3  c  

Calabasas Sanitary Landfill   
Scholl Canyon Sanitary Landfill  

 
d  

Chicago Grade Landfill  e  

Chiquita Canyon Sanitary Landfill        f  

Cold Canyon Landfill Solid Waste DS  g  

 
Frank R. Bowerman Sanitary LF  

Olinda Alpha Sanitary Landfill 
 Prima Deshecha Sanitary Landfill  

 
h  

                                                                                                          Lompoc Sanitary Landfill, City of   i  

Mid-Valley Sanitary Landfill 
San Timoteo Sanitary Landfill j  

Otay Landfill  
Sycamore Sanitary Landfill  

 
       k  

Paso Robles Landfill, City of  l  

Santa Maria Landfill  m  

Savage Canyon Landfill  n  

Simi Valley Landfill & Recycling Center  o  

Sunshine Canyon City/County Landfill  p  

Tajiguas Sanitary Landfill  q  

Toland Road Landfill  r  

West Miramar Landfill  s  
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Antelope Valley Public Landfill a 
Lancaster Landfill and Recycling Center  

  
Posted Landfill Gate Rate as of July 1, 2023  
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Badlands Sanitary Landfill   b 



  9 

El Sobrante Landfill 
Lamb Canyon Sanitary Landfill 

Posted Landfill Gate Rate as of July 1, 2023 



  10 



  11 

Landfill Gate Rate as of July 1, 2023 

Burbank Landfill Site No. 3      c 
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  13 

          Calabasas Sanitary Landfill d 
   Scholl Canyon Sanitary Landfill 

Posted Landfill Gate Rate as of July 1, 2023 
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Chicago Landfill  e 



  15 

Posted Landfill Gate Rate as of July 1, 2023 
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  17 

   Chiquita Canyon Sanitary Landfill f 

Posted Landfill Gate Rate as of July 1, 2023 
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  19 

     Cold Canyon Landfill Solid Waste DS g 

Posted Landfill Gate Rate as of July 1, 2023 
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Frank R. Bowerman Sanitary Landfill LF h 
Olinda Alpha Sanitary Landfill 

Prima Desheca Sanitary Landfill 

Posted Landfill Gate Rate as of July 1, 2023 
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  24 

Lompoc Sanitary Landfill, City of i 

Posted Landfill Gate Rate as of July 1, 2023 
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  26 

Mid-Valley Sanitary Landfill j 
San Timoteo Sanitary Landfill 

Posted Landfill Gate Rate as of July 1, 2023 
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Otay Landfill k 

Sycamore Sanitary Landfill  
  

Posted Landfill Gate Rate as of July 1, 2023  
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Paso Robles Landfill, City of l 

  
Posted Landfill Gate Rate as of July 1, 2023  
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Santa Maria Landfill m 

  
Posted Landfill Gate Rate as of July 1, 2023  
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Savage Canyon Landfill n 
  

Posted Landfill Gate Rate as of July 1, 2023  
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Simi Valley Landfill and Recycling Center o 
  

Posted Landfill Gate Rate as of July 1, 2023  
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Sunshine Canyon City/County Landfill p 

  
Posted Landfill Gate Rate as of July 1, 2023  
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Tajiguas Sanitary Landfill q 
  

Posted Landfill Gate Rate as of July 1, 2023  
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Toland Road Landfill r 
  

Posted Landfill Gate Rate as of July 1, 2023  
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West Miramar Landfill s 
 

Posted Landfill Gate Rate as of July 1, 2023 
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