
Section 1: Division 2 of the Ventura County Ordinance Code, Chapter 6, Sections 2800

through 2811, are hereby amended to read as follows:

2800 - Purpose; Short Title

The purpose of this Chapter is to regulate sidewalk vendors to enhance entrepreneurship
*nir" iricuring ttre protbction of plotic health,_safety, and welfare in accordance with

state law. Thii Chafter shall be khown as the "Sideilalk Vending Ordinance'"

2801 
-ApplicabilitY
(1) This Chapter applies to sidewalk vending on sidewalks that are owned or

controll'ed by the County except as provided herein.

(2) This chapter does not applyao sidewalk vending in county-ryrk:.which
shall continue to be regulated pursuanl loDivision 6, Chapter.3, Article 4 of the Ventura

Co, nty Ord inance boOl anO regu lations promulgated thereu nder, except that the Cou nty

rfr"fi 5nfy-"ntor." the sidewalk vendiriO Fgulatiolg in County^parks in substantial

iomptilnte with the provisions of Sections 2810 and 2811 of this Chapter.

(3) This Chapter does not apply to sidewalk vending il.tlq Channel lslands

Harbor ii-ea which shall continue to bb iegulated pursuant to Division 6, Chapter 4,

Artict" o, Section a+aw of the Ventura tounty'.ordinance Code and regulations

piorrrgit"o 1'"reundei except that the County sh'all only enfo.rce the sidewalk vending

I"gri"ti"* in tre Chinnet lilands Harbor area in substantial compliance with the

pr5visions of Sections 2810 and 2811 of this Chapter'

(4) ln addition to complying with the requirements of this Chapter, sidewalk

vendors must coilliv *iir.r iit .jtti"r"applicable_loia.l, state, and federal laws and are

tuOl"ct to separate'ehforcement for violations of such other laws'

2802 - ExemPtions

Occasional sidewalk vending to fundraise for a Ventura County-based school or an

lnternal Revenue coo" sectiSn 501 (cX3) non-profit charitable or iervice organization is

exempt from this ChaPter.

2803 - Definitions

(a) The following definitions apply to this C!apt91 g.nJy 
^W9.f9: ?.1$^Plrases 

whenever

)s'eo in gris Chafitershall ne consiru"o 
"r 

definbd in thii section, unless from the context

a different meaning r ini"no"o or rnt"ri a different meaning is specifically defined and

ror" particularly d'irected to the use of such words or phrases:

(1) ,,Business tax certificate" means a tax certificate issued pursuant to Division

2, Chapter 1 of the Ventura County Ordinance Code'
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(21 "Conveyance" means any non-motorized wheeled device used to carry
persons or property and includes but is not limited to pushcarts, pedal-driven carts, and

wagons.

(3) "County" means the County of Ventura, a political subdivision of the State
of California.

(4) "County parks" mean any park, campground, trail, community center,. or

other rdcieation tacitity owned by, leaseil by, or und-er the control of the County, either

exclusively or concu116ntly with dnother governmental entity or entities.

(5) "Display" means a table, rack, stand, or.other equipment or device used to

display'g6ods and o{herwise conduct vending operations.

(6) "Goods" means items, personal property, merchandise, or any other similar

items that are generally sold, including food and beverages.

(7) "Hardscape" means paving material such as concrete, tiles, mortared
pavers, or decomPosed granite.

(S) "permittee" means the person named as permittee on a duly issued

vending permit.

(9) "permitted event" means any event that has a County-issued special event
permit, ta'cltity ,r" p"irii, or equivalent p6rmit authorizing the temporary use of Coul!V-
;;n'J ;r-;;;tt"ttJJ prob"rty inctuding for farmer's markets, street fairs, and similar

outdoor events.

(10) "portable cooking equipment" means any appliance used to heat, cook, or

prepard fo6d or beverages by a sidewalk vendor'

(i1) "Residential" means any arcathat is zoned exclusively for residential uses

(IZl ."Roaming sidewalk vendor" means a sidewalk vendor who moves from

place td place and stofs only to complete a transaction'

(13) "School" means an institution of learning tfrgJ o,fers instruction in those

corrs"i-of stuOy-requiruO by the California Educat-ion Code or that is maintained

puisuant to standard;;;i o-y tne state Board of Education. This definition does not

include a vocation;l;i profi:ssional institution or an institution of higher education,

including a community or'junior college, college, or university.

(I4) "Services" are activities involving the performance of work for others or the
provisidn of intangiotJitenrs t'it r"nnot be reiurned once they are provided such as hair

braiding, face painting, and massage.

(15) "sidewalk" means a County-oyn.e.d or controlled publicly accessible paved

or hard'sca'pe peOesirijn path or walkwdy that^is set ?q,arl by curbs, b_arriers, markings,

or other delineai[n for'pedestrian travel. "Sidewalk" does not include an.y private

property o1. ,r"""'not traoiiionalty used or designated for pedestrian travel such as road
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shoulders or other portions of public road rights-of-way, public parking lots, bike paths,
or medians.

(16) "Sidewalk vendor" and "sidewalk vending" means a. person who vends
goods,'or ihe act of vending goods, from a conveyance, table, rack, showcase, stand,
display, or from one's person, upon a sidewalk. lt includes both roaming sidewalk
vendors and stationary sidewalk vendors.

(L7) "Stationary sidewalk vendor" means a sidewalk vendor who vends from a
fixed location.

(18) "Vend" or "vending" means with respect to goods, to sell, offer to sell,
expose or'display for sale, soiicit offers to purchase, barter, or.require someone to
negotiate, estibliSh, or pay a fee before providing good9, eve_n if ch.aracterized as a
doiation.' This defihition does not include the solicitation of charitable or political
contributions that does not involve the exchange of goods for the donation.

(19) "Vending permit" means a written County-issued approval required prior to
sidewalk vending.

Section 2804 - Vending Permit Requirement

(a) Sidewalk vending is authorized but only in a.ccordance with the provisions of this
C6apter or when otherwise specifically authorized by the County.

(b) All sidewalk vendors must obtain a vending permit .prPr to,vending. 9l any-

iicjewalt<. Permits shall be processed and issued by the Code Compliance Division of
the Resource Management AgencY.

(c) A vending permit shall be valid for one year from the date of issuance and must

6e renewed anir"ially. Avending permit may ohly be issued to an individual at least 18

V""o of ,gr. The 5ale, assigiment, or trbnsfdr of a vending permit is prohibited' A
vending peimit that is sold, assigned, or transferred is void.

(d) To obtain a vending permit, a sidewalk vendor must submit the following
intbrmation and present cofrei of the following documents with a permit application form
provided by the County:

(1) the name, address and telephone number of the sidewalk vendor;

(21 a valid government-issued pholo identification, provided that the
identifiiaiion number jfratt ne confidential and not subject to public disclosure or

inspection;

(3) the name and business address of the company, partnership, or corporation
if the sidewalk vendor is an agent of an entity;

(4) a current valid business tax certificate issued to the sidewalk vendor or to

the sidewalk vendor's principal entity;
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(5) a valid California Department of Tax and Fee Administration seller's permit
number;

(6) a specific description of the goods that will be vended, including the types
of food and beverages that will be vended if applicable;

(71 for those sidewalk vendors selling food, proof of both:

(A) a valid County Environmental Health Permit applicable to.the
vending equi$m'ent to be used fbr food preparation and storage to the extent
required by law; and

(B) either a Manager's Food Safety Certificate or a County Food

Handlers Card applicable to the sidewalk vendor to the extent required by law;

(8) a certification by the sidewalk vendor that, to the- sidewalk vendor's
t<nowlebg'e and belief, the info"rmation contained on the application form is true; and

(9) such other information as the Code Compliance Director or designee
deems're'asonably necessary to administer this Chapter.

(e) Each vending permit application shall be accompanied by a non-refundable.permit
i"6 

"no 
I Jigneo wiiver of rdlbase and indemnificatioh consisient with the provisions of

Section 2B0a(g).

(f) Each individualwho vends on a sidewalk must complete an application and obtain

"'u"nOing 
permit even if the person is employed or engaged by..another person or entity,

or will us6'vending equipment owned by another person or entity'

(g) Releaseand lndemnification Requirements'

(1) tt the County issues a vending permit, as a condition of such permit issuance,
permiitee 

"gr""s 
to waive and releas-e ihe County and its officers, agents, employees,

[ontrj.tori," ano volunteers from and against iny and all claims, costs, liabilities,

;"ffi;;r,-bi lrOgrentj inctuding.attorn6y..fees and court costs arising. out,of any

u"hoing 
"blvlties 

61" 
"nvirn"-s 

or inlury re-sdlting therefrom, and shall agree to indemnify

and hold harmleis- ttie County, its 
" officers, agents, employees, . 

contractors, and

volunteers trom anO against anyind all such claims, whether caused by negligencg,gl
otherwise, except toiifiness and in.;rry resulti.ng directly from gross negligence or willful

misconduct on the p"rt of ttre Cor-inty, its offic6rs, agents, employees, contractors and

volunteers.

(2) lf the County issues a vending. permit, as a condition of such vending permit

issuaniel permittee sliall acknowledge inbt ttre use. of any sidewalk is at the sidewalk

vendor's own risk 
"no 

tf'r" County wilinot take any steps to ensure any sidewalk is safe

or conducive to the vending activities.

(h) A permittee must immediately notify the Cou.nty in writing of any changes to the

taits provided in 
" 

u"nOing permit applicaiion after th6 issuance of a vending permit'
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Section 2805 - Permit Denial and Revocation

(a) Avending permit application may be denied, and a vending permit may be revoked
or not renewed, for any of the following reasons:

(1) failure to provide all required information and documentation with a vending
permit application;

(21 failure to provide the required application fee;

(3) providing materially inaccurate information or documentation with a

vend ing permit application;

(4) the vending permit of a sidewalk vendor who commits four or more
violatiohs of this Chapte-r witfrin 12 months is subject to revocation, and the sidewalk
u"nOoi is ineligible to obtain or renew a vending pbrmit for a period of 12 months from

the most recent violation; or

(5) a sidewalk vendor must pay all outstanding administrative fines and
complete'any othei alternative dispositi6n-associated with a previous violation of this

Chafter before a vending permit may be issued-or-renewed.

(b) The County shall provide a sidewalk vendor with written notice of a vending permit

ipillication deniai or permit revocation, Such notice shall:

(1) identify all grounds for permit application denial or permit revocation;

(2) for permit revocation, be mailed at least 30 calendar days before the

revocaiioh Uecomes etrective to irre address listed on the permittee's most recent

vending permit application or such other address provided by the permittee'

(3) notify the applicant or permittee of the right to appeal the permit application

denial oi permit r.juocaiibh and provide information regarding the appeal process as set

forth in Section 2805(dg).

S.mwith

final. The n be
r

al
who

n dor a e
a

of a complete appealform s ll stay the
outcome of th

decisions are final and non-appealable
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Section 2806 - Sidewalk Vending Generally

(a) Sidewalk vendors shall comply with the fo.llowing -general requirements in this

S"'"tion in addition to all other applicable local, state, and federal laws'

(b) Sidewalk vendors must visibly display their individual vending permit at all times,

*ith name and photograph clearly visible' when vending'

(c) Roaminq sidewalk vendors may vend on residential blocks only between the hours

|i'z,oo';;. ;J 7,oo b.r. onty roaining sidewalk vendors may operate in residential

areas.

(d) Vendinq activities on non-residential blocks may occur only between the hours of

bto ,.'i,';ffi&0b p.r or the hours of operation imfosed on other businesses on the

same block, whichever is least restrictive.

(e) A vending permit does not provide an exclusive right to operate on any sidewalk

or portion thereof.

(f) Sidewalk vendors shall only use one conveyance or one display to.conduct

operations. t'lo gooJr r"V O" Oitptdye! on the grounb. Sidewalk vendors shall not set

;b trdi;;;r Cr'iiis for cultom", ut"'. One chair-or stool may.be.used b.y th9 sidewalk

vendor for personal use. The one aufrorized conveyance or-display shall not exceed a

bngth oiz4 inches, a width of 34 inches, or a height of B0 inches.

(g) Sidewalk vendors shall not use a freestanding shade or weather canopy but may

iiir on" umbrella with a diameter not to exceed 48 inches'

(h) Freestandinq siqns are prohibited. The one authorized conveyance or display may

il"{'" 
"rir";;iil;;dvtrtising'the 

sidewalk vendor and goods vended.

(i) No amplified sound-making devices shall be used while vending such as speakers,

microphones, and public address systems.

U) Sidewalk vendors shall not use portable generators; outdoor wood burning ovens or

charcoal narnecuJJ;;i;t gasotind or keroiene powered appliance or equipment'

(k) Sidewalk vendors shall not litter and must kee.p the area surrounding the vending

space clean anO Tree otJrasfr and debris associated with their vending..All.wS:le

;;;;td by the preparation o, ,"tire oi tooO or other goods.shall be maintained within

the conveyance, br unOer the table oiJt"nO, until prop6rly disposed of in a receptable

ir'itli lawiully .onir"ri"o for use of the sidewalk vendor. Sidewalk vendors may not use

ieceptaCfet pt"t"O for public convenience as a means of disposal'

(t) sidewalk vendors shall not connect any equipment or device to an external source

of powei, water, or any other utilities located on public property.

(m) Sidewalk vendors shall not vend services or rent goods'

6



(n) Sidewalk vendors shall display only goods that are available for immediate onsite
sale.

Section 2807 - Vending Locations

(a) Sidewalk vendors shall comply with the following locational requirements in this
Section.

(b) Vendors shall not vend on any County-owned or controlled property that is not a
sidewalk unless authorized by the County.

(C) Stationary vendors shall not occupy the area directly in front of a transparent
window of a building fronting a public street.

(d) Distance of the locations set forth in Section 2807(e) shall be measured along a
i'o'"*"rr-iJ 6L Closest point between the places to be measured. When a distance is

G;g meiiureO between the one authorized vending conveyance or display and the
entrince to a location, the measurement is made to thie point where the pathway to.the
entrance intersects the sidewalk. When a distance is measured to a school or other
OJirOing or facility, the measurement is made to the exterior boundary of the grounds on

which t-he schooi or other building or facility is located.

(e) No stationary sidewalk vendor shall vend, and no roaming sidewalk vendor shall

dtcjp to make sales, in the following locations:

(1) in any location where the sidewalk is less than six (6) feet wide since

vending a such locations would unreasonably interfere with the safe flow of
pedestrians;

(2) in any location, even if not specifically prohibited below, that. (A)

blocks bi f inOers the safe passage or flow'of bicycles, vehicles, or pedestl?ls
inifuOing inOiviOuats with disabiliiies and those uding mobility devices, or (B) is
inherently dangerous;

(3) within 1B inches from the edge of a curb;

(4) within 10 feet of a driveway or marked crosswalk;

(5) within 15 feet of anY:

(A) other sidewalk vendor;

(B) fire hydrant;

(C) intersection;

(D) building entrance or exit during the hours when the

business is oPen to the Public;
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(E) loading zone, parking space, or access ramp designed
for individuals with disabilities;

(F) outdoor dining or Patio area;

(G) public restroom; or

(H) curb ramp;

(6) within 50 feet of any railroad crossing;

(7) within 100 feet of the vehicle entrance of .any fire.station., police

departriient, hosprtai, or any-other structure dedicated to health and safety

emergency matters;

(S) within 500 feet of:

(A) any permitted event;

(B) any school during school hours and within 30 minutes

before or afteithe sch6ol's opening or closing hours; or

(9) on any multi-use path that is intended for off-street bicycle travel;

(10) on any county-owned or -controlled propqr.ty..subject..to a lease

"gre"ni"ni 
so fong ls pi"pd," notice is provided of the prohibited location(s);

(11) on a beach;

(LZ) at the Ventura County Government Center or Ventura County

Medical Center; and

(13) in any portion of the public right-of-way that is not a sidewalk

includirig 5ut not liriritbd to road shoulders and medians'

Section 2808 - Vending of Food and Beverages

(a) Sidewalk vendors who vend food or beverages shall comply with the following

requirements.

(1) All requirements of County Environmental Health Division applicable to the

sidewalk vending.

(Zl A trash receptacle shall be. provided for customers that must be large

enough to accomhodate'customer trash'and regularly emptied. All waste shall be

Jirpo"r"o of, including waste generated from prefarati6n of food or other goods and

customer trash, in a p"ropei rec"eptacle that is lawfuilly available for use by the vendor'

(3) Hand sanitizer shall be provided in a conspicuous location readily available

for use by customers.
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(4) Stationary sidewalk vendors that vend food for one hour or more shall
operate within 200 feei of a readily available toilet and handwashing facility as required
by Health and Safety Code section 114315.

(5) Sidewalk vendors with required va!!d permits lfot the County
Environmental Health Division, such as a Mobile Food Facilities permit, may use portable
cooking equipment authorized by such permits in compliance with the California Retail
Food CbOd, trirovided that such eQuipment is used in compliance with the manufacturer's
instructions and all applicable Fire Code regulations.

Section 2809 - Prohibited Goods

(a) Sidewalk vendors are prohibited from vending the following goods:

(1) alcoholicbeverages;

(21 tobacco products and vaping or electronic smoking devices;

(3) illicit drugs and related paraphernalia;

(4) pharmaceuticals;

(5) cannabis and cannabis products;

(6) real or imitation weapons such as knives, firearms, or explosive devices;

(71 live animals; and

(S) any other goods which are prohibited by law from being vended from a
conveyance or display on a sidewalk'

Section 2810 - Enforcement

(a) A sidewalk vendor's noncompliance with any applicable requirement of this
Cliapter constitutes a violation and a public nuisance.

(b) The Code Compliance Division is responsible for the enforcementof this Chapter'

Any otner County department enforcing the Ventura.County Ordinance Code, and state

or federal laws, may issist the Code Compliance Division in enforcement of this Chapter.

(c) The Code Compliance Division. may p.romulgate administrative guidelines and

ie!ulations to implement and enforce the provisions of this Chapter'

(d) A sidewalk vendor who is notified by a County official that the vendor is in violation
of itris Chapter must immediately cease 

'and 
abat6 the violation if directed to Oo gg .b-V

tf.," Cornty ofi.i"t and shall b6 subject to the penalties set forth in Section 2810,
subsections (e) and (f) below.

(e) Any violation of this Chapter by sidewalk vendor holding a valid vending permit

shall be punishable as follows:
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(1) a written administrative citqtion warning for a first violation;

(21 an administrative citation with a fine of $200 for a second violation

within one year of the first violation.

(3) an administrative ciiation-With,.A line of $500 for a third and each

subsequdnt violation within one year of the first violation.

(4) upon the fourth or subsequent violation, the County may revoke the

vending permit for its remaining term.

(f) Any sidewalk vendor who is vending without a valid vending permit shall

inimediat6ly cease the vending and be subject to the following:

(1) a written administrative cilalion warning for a first violation'

(21 an administrative qitation with a fine of $500 for a second violation

within one year of the first violation.

(3) an administrative gitqgon=\a{ith f fine of $1,000 for a third and each

subsequdnt violation within one year of the first violation.

(g) The cou shall p rovide a sidewalk vendor with a*written
rnt

nty
inis
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n

Ap

ad m i n i st rat ive c itat i o n nstiee-sSa#i6{fl{i€ff-s hall:,

(1) identify all violations and amount of administrative fine if any;

(Z,t be provided to the sidewalk vendor in person or mailed to the address listed

on 
" 

pd--ittee s'mosir"r"niuenoing permit applic'ation or such other address provided

by the sidewalk vendor.

{3)_notify the sidewalk vendor of the right to request an abilityto-pay

determination pursuant to Section 2810(i).
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(h) lf a sidewalk vendor who receives a notice of violation providg: the County with

proof that the u"nJoi poilessed 
" 

ulrio vJnding permit that was in effect on the date of
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a violation, the administrative fines set forth in Section 2810(f) shall be reduced to the
corresponding fines set forth in Section 2810(e).

(i) When assessing fines pursuant to this Section, the qounfY w.ill consider the

i6rson's ability to pay bnd will provide the person with notice of their right to.request an
bOitlty-to-pay determination. lf the person requests such a determination, and..they meet
the iriteria 

-set 
forth in California Government Code section 68632(a) or (b), or any

successor statute, the County will accept, in full satisfaction, 20 percent of the
administrative fine imposed pursuant to this Chapter. A person may request such an

ability-to-pay determination, and reduction in an imposed administrative fine, at any time
the fine iemains unpaid. The County may allow the person to complete community
service in lieu of paying an administrative fine.

(j) Amounts owed under this Chapter which are not paid to the County when due ryill
c6nstitute a debt to the County that may be collected in compliance with the County Code
through a civil action, a lien bgainst any property owned or operated by the debtor, or
any other legal remedy.

Section 2811 - lmpounding of Vending Equipment

(a) ln addition to assessing administrative warnings and fines for violations pursuant
to bection 2B1O,the County niay impound a sidewalkVendor's vending equipment and/or
goods under the following circumstances:

(1) if a sidewalk vendor is notified by a County official that the vendor is violating
this Chapter in a mannerthat presents an imminentthreat orhazard to public health or
safety, ahd tfre sidewalk vendor is directed to immediately cease and abate the violation
but the vendor fails or refuses to immediately do so; or

(2) if a sidewalk vendor leaves their vending equipment or goods unattended for
one hour or more.

(b) Upon impoundment, the County may.immediately dispose of impounded goods

thdt cannot be safely stored or that are perishable'

(c) lmpounded vending equipment and goods.shall.be stored at a location designated
Oi tt'.r" Cbunty and may 

-be ietrieved !y the sidewalk vendor during normal business
h6urs beginniirg the neit business day fdllowing impoundment. The County shall provide

reasonab]e not'ice to sidewalk venddrs of the-impoundment and property reclamation
proiess, including their right to appeal the impoundment decision pursuant to Section
2Att tel below, w"frich notice may'be provided in-person upon impoundment, by posting

in a dr6minent location on the- Couhty's website, or by writlen notice distributed to
sidewalk vendors in connection with the issuance or renewal of a vending permit.

(d) Vending equipment and goods shall be released to a sidewalk vendor upon proper
iddntification 5f the'property ariO execution by the vendor of a statement under penalty

of perlury declaring bwnership of the property, and payment for the County's reasonable
impoundment and storage costs incurred.

(e) lf the sidewalk vendor from whom vending equipment is impounded disputes- the
basis for impoundment, the person may file a written notice of appeal on g*the-fu+m
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I previeeO-wiilsahe""Code Comp I ia n ce Division appeal form Bireetere+designee-with i n 1 5

calendar days after the impoundment. Fai ure to file a timely appeal shall resultdate of
in the County's ndment decision becomin final. Th

rnta
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appeal decisions are final and non-appealable. lf the vendor prevails in the
a the_tserulat-they-s hall not be required to pay for the County's reasonable
impoundment and storage costs and shall be refunded any such costs a ready paid

rmpou
under

(0 Any unclaimed vending equipment and goods will be considered abandoned and
forfeited to the County after flQ$0 days following impoundment.
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